
opening assembly

September 2021

At Helderberg College of Higher Education (hereafter, HCHE), each new semester 
commences with an opening assembly to welcome our new and returning students, and 
to offer staff and students a few words of encouragement and inspiration for the semester 
that lies ahead. In the second semester of 2022,  we had the privilege of listening to the 

Registrar, Dr Platts, as he addressed the staff and students. 
HCHE’s opening assembly took place on the 23rd of August via live stream to Facebook. 

Please feel free to view the programme by visiting our Facebook page or click
 HERE.

Dr Adrian Platts

https://www.facebook.com/www.hche.ac.za/videos/1049209845617479


Education day
Annually, an Education Day is held around August, when Seventh-day Adventist 

Churches around the globe focus on the importance of Christ-centred education. 

In the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one, for in 
education, as in redemption, ‘other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. ‘ 1 Corinthians 3:11. Ellen G. White, Education, page 30.

This year Helderberg College of Higher Education had a virtual Education day, streamed 
on Facebook and Youtube. The programme featured HCHE staff and students, and we 
were blessed with a Divine Service sermon preached by Pr. Hillary Baatjies, Pastor of the 

Brazilian Adventist Community Church, and Ponsonby Church, as well as, Associate 
Pastor of Henderson Church in Auckland New Zealand. Both the Education Day morning 
and afternoon programmes are available to view on Facebook and Youtube at the links 

below. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/www.hche.ac.za/videos/4190054437709039

Emmelyne Virassamy

Julian Warely on Piano, Deirdre Warely Cruz, and Brennen 

Pr. Hillary Baatjies

Colin Lawrence Pastor B McKenzie

https://www.facebook.com/www.hche.ac.za/videos/4190054437709039 


HCHE Scholarship
The mission of HCHE is to deliver quality, values-based higher education in various 

disciplines, based on the Seventh-day Adventist philosophy, to produce competent 
graduates. 

Our vision is “to be the institution of choice in higher education, in Southern Africa”.

In these uncertain times, with all the turmoil and unforeseen occurrences in the world, 
we are experiencing COVID-19 playing havoc and changing the future for most/if not all 
individuals. Many are experiencing challenges beyond their control, most of all financial 

challenges. 

To help alleviate the difficulty and hardships facing Grade 12 learners and potential 
students commencing their tertiary education in 2022, and for the College to execute its 
mission, realise its vision, and achieve its goals, HCHE would like to support academically 
strong learners in achieving their goals. Starting in the first semester of 2022, the College is 

offering free tuition for the first year of study.

For more information on the terms and conditions please follow the link below

https://hche.ac.za/apply-online-all/

https://hche.ac.za/apply-online-all/


Congratulations to Dr Olivia Bomester
It is with great pleasure that we congratulate Dr Olivia Bomester receiving her Doctorate 

in Psychology from the University of the Western Cape. 
This is a monumental achievement and HCHE is proud to have a new PhD as part of our 

world-class lecturing staff. 

The title of Dr Bomester’s thesis: 
Exploring intrinsic religiosity as a means to militate against risky sexual behaviour in 

adolescents from Christian faith-based schools

Description
Understanding the precursors to risky sexual behaviour is vital for developing interventions 

that encourage adolescents to remain abstinent or reduce unsafe premarital sex. 
Olivia’s study determined the larger patterns of sexual activity among adolescents 

attending Christian faith-based schools; determined how intrinsic and extrinsic religiosity 
impacts adolescents’ sexualattitudes, and explored whether sexuality education 
curricula currently used at Christian-faith based high schools in the Western Cape 

Province of South Africa are relevant. This study adopted a mixed method research 
design using a cross-sectional survey design, and an exploratory research design. A 
systematic revie was also conducted. The results of this study added to thescholarly 

literature, and would benefit adolescents, parents of adolescents, high school teachers, 
and researchers studying into the field of religiosity and sexuality.

Dr Bomester’s Family

Dr Olivia Bomester and Mr Stafford Bomester Dr Olivia Bomester 



Congratulations to 
Mr Johnathan & Mrs Deborah Naicker

Congratulations to one of our lecturers in the Faculty of Social Sciences and Education. 
Deborah Naicker, nee Julies,  tied the knot on Wednesday, 22 September 2021. 

Welcome to the HCHE family, Johnathan Naicker. We wish you both God’s abundant, 
and richest blessings on your marriage. May the years that lie ahead  be filled with lots of 
love, laughter, health and happiness. May you build a stronger marriage based on God’s 

design and find encouragement in Ecclesiastes 4:9-12



Needy students
The past two years have been a time unlike any of us have seen due to COVID-19. Apart 
from the risk to people’s health and lives, this virus has affected many more financially. 
As a result of lockdowns, many have lost their jobs and more are still not able to work. This 
has affected a number of students that are struggling to come up with the finances to 
pay for their tuition. This is why the Helderberg College of Higher Education Student Fund 

was created by HCHE alumni to help assist these students.

If you have the means and feel moved to assist these students, the donation information 
is below:

Info @ https://www.facebook.com/Helderberg-College-Student-Fund-110896643617017/ 
Donate @ http://bit.ly/2BXkhj5

Contact us
Tel: +27 21 850 7500 | Email: apply@hche.ac.za | Web: www.hche.ac.za

Helderberg College, 27 Annandale Drive, Somerset West, 7130, South Africa

Helderberg College of Higher Education is registered with the Department of
Higher Education and Training as a Private Higher Education Institution in terms

of Section 54(1)(c) of the Higher Education Act,
(Act No. 101 of 1997), Certificate No. 2001/HE08/001

PROGRAMMES OFFERED
BCom (Accounting)
BA (Communication)
BA (Psychology)
BA (Theology)

BA (Psychology)
BBA (Management)
BEd (Foundation Phase Teaching)
HCert (Office Management)

https://www.facebook.com/Helderberg-College-Student-Fund-110896643617017/ 
http://bit.ly/2BXkhj5

